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Welcome and Greeting
Let us worship God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

All   	 Amen.

The Lord be with you
All   	 and also with you.

This is the day that the Lord has made.
All   	 We will rejoice and be glad in it.

Opening Prayer
O Lord, open our eyes to your presence
Open our minds to your grace
Open our lips to your praises
Open our hearts to your love
Open our lives to your healing

All	 And be found among us. Amen

Collect for today
Almighty God,
whose blessed apostles Peter and Paul
glorified you in their death as in their life:
grant that your Church,
inspired by their teaching and example,
and made one by your Spirit,
may ever stand firm upon the one foundation,
Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.

Saying sorry to God
Jesus Christ, risen master and triumphant Lord,
we come to you in sorrow for our sins,
and confess to you our weakness and unbelief.
We have lived by our own strength,
and not by the power of your resurrection.
In your mercy, forgive us.

All	 Lord, hear us and help us.
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We have lived by the light of our own eyes,
as faithless and not believing.
In your mercy, forgive us.

All	 Lord, hear us and help us.

We have lived for this world alone,
and doubted our home in heaven.
In your mercy, forgive us.

All	 Lord, hear us and help us.

May the Father of all mercies cleanse us from our sins,
and restore us in his image to the praise and glory of his name,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

	 Amen.

Blessed is the Lord
All   	 for he has heard the voice of our prayer;

therefore shall our hearts dance for joy
All   	 and in our song we will praise our God.

Hymn. Make Me a Channel of Your Peace
The Word of God
Reading from the New Testament: ACTS 12. v1-11

It was about this time that King Herod arrested some who belonged to the 
church, intending to persecute them. He had James, the brother of John, 
put to death with the sword. When he saw that this met with approval 
among the Jews, he proceeded to seize Peter also. This happened during 
the Festival of Unleavened Bread. After arresting him, he put him in prison, 
handing him over to be guarded by four squads of four soldiers each. Herod 
intended to bring him out for public trial after the Passover.
So Peter was kept in prison, but the church was earnestly praying to God for 
him.
The night before Herod was to bring him to trial, Peter was sleeping between 
two soldiers, bound with two chains, and sentries stood guard at the 
entrance. Suddenly an angel of the Lord appeared and a light shone in the 
cell. He struck Peter on the side and woke him up. “Quick, get up!” he said, 
and the chains fell off Peter’s wrists.
Then the angel said to him, “Put on your clothes and sandals.” And Peter 
did so. “Wrap your cloak around you and follow me,” the angel told him. 
Peter followed him out of the prison, but he had no idea that what the angel 
was doing was really happening; he thought he was seeing a vision. They 
passed the first and second guards and came to the iron gate leading to the 
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city. It opened for them by itself, and they went through it. When they had 
walked the length of one street, suddenly the angel left him.
Then Peter came to himself and said, “Now I know without a doubt that the 
Lord has sent his angel and rescued me from Herod’s clutches and from 
everything the Jewish people were hoping would happen.”
This is the word of the Lord

All:	 Thanks be to God
Hymn. Create in Me a Clean Heart O God: Psalm 51
Hear the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to MATTHEW
All	 Glory to you O Lord

Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his 
disciples, ‘Who do people say that the Son of Man is?’ And they said, ‘Some 
say John the Baptist, but others Elijah, and still others Jeremiah or one of 
the prophets.’ He said to them, ‘But who do you say that I am?’ Simon 
Peter answered, ‘You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.’ And Jesus 
answered him, ‘Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah! For flesh and blood 
has not revealed this to you, but my Father in heaven. And I tell you, you are 
Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will 
not prevail against it. I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and 
whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose 
on earth will be loosed in heaven.’ 

	 This is the gospel of the Lord
All	 Praise to you O Christ

Sermon
Affirmation of Faith

Let us declare our faith in the resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ.

All	 Christ died for our sins
	 in accordance with the Scriptures;
	 he was buried;
	 he was raised to life on the third day
	 in accordance with the Scriptures;
	 afterwards he appeared to his followers,
	 and to all the apostles:
	 this we have received,
	 and this we believe.
	 Amen.
Hymn. You Are My Hiding Place
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Prayers of Intercession
ending with the Lord’s Prayer

All   	 Our Father in heaven,
	 hallowed be your name,
	 your kingdom come,
	 your will be done,
	 on earth as in heaven.
	 Give us today our daily bread.
	 Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
	 Lead us not into temptation
	 but deliver us from evil.
	 For the kingdom, the power,
	 and the glory are yours
	 now and for ever. 	 Amen.

Going out to serve God

Prayer of commitment
All	 Living one, creator and lover of the world, we offer our lives to you this 	
	 day and our life together in you.
	 Accept us as we are, with all our stumbling and all our courage.
	 Guide is into what you would have us be. And in the power of the spirit 	
	 enable us to be a sign of your presence in the world.
	 In the name of Jesus your living son. 
	 Amen.

Blessing
	 The blessing of God, ground of being, bread of life and spirit of peace
	 Rest upon you and all whom you love, both living and departed
	 Now and always
All	 Amen

	 Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
All	 In the name of Christ. Amen

Hymn. John Rutter - Look at the World 


